Regulations of admission
      Candidates for admission to Russian higher educational institutions are supposed to have the educational level equivalent to the complete secondary education in Russia. Their results on basic subjects in Maturity Degree are expected to be not less than 80 per cent of the highest marks level. On the other subjects candidates are also supposed to have good marks.

      The gap between the time of graduating from school, college or technical college and the time of entering any of the higher educational institutions of Russia should not exceed 3 years. It is preferable that the age of candidates for admission doesn't exceed 27 years.

      Those candidates who have Master's Degree in Science/Arts can be admitted to the post-graduate course of study (Aspirantura) in the Russian higher educational institutions. Their age should preferably not exceed 35 years.

      It is necessary for all candidates to undergo the medical examination. including HIV Blood Test, and a certificate indicating that their health permits them to stay in the Russian climate. In case health reasons prevent an admitted candidate from studying in the Russian Federation, he/she will have to leave Russia, providing that the travelling expenses are to be paid by the sending Side.

      Each candidate for admission to the Russian higher educational institutions should submit to the Ministry of Education of the Russian Federation through the Russian Embassy the following documents in English, composing his/her Personal File:


      1. An Application Form (a copy of which both in English and Russian languages is enclosed herewith) with indication of the full name of the chosen speciality.

      2. Duly certified copy of Educational Certificate/Diploma, marks on each subject indicated.

      3. A Health Certificate issued by the officially authorised Medical Bodies of the RSA.

      4. The Result of HIV Blood Test duly certified by the relevant official Medical Bodies of the RSA.

      5. A certified true copy of the Birth Certificate.

      6. Six (6) passport size photos (4X6).


      The candidates for admission to the post-graduate course of study are to submit the duly certified copies of their Master's degree Diploma (in Science or in Arts) together with the Full Record of subjects studied, marks on each subject indicated and a list of publications (if there are any).

      The dates of arriving in the Russian Federation for these candidates who has been admitted to the Russian higher educational institutions:

· preparatory faculties - from September I till September 15;

· post-graduate courses and familiarisation courses - before December 1.

      The candidates admitted to the higher educational institutions of Russia (who are not on a contract basis) are provided by the Russian Side with:

      1) bursaries in the same amount as for the Russian students, post-graduates and familiarisation students (for the students - an equivalent of minimum salary, that is 83,5 roubles in December, 1997), for post-graduates -250,5 roubles;

      2) hostels with the same amount of fees as for the Russian students, post-graduates and familiarisation students; 

      3) medical care in accordance with the law of the Russian Federation.

      The Russian Side does not provide for travel expenses of candidates to the place of studies in Russia and from there back upon completion of the studies.

      The admitting Russian higher educational institutions are not responsible for scholars' families staying in Russia.

ATTENTION!
      Recommendations given to candidates for admission by the Russian Ministry of General and Professional Education.

      The students coming to Russia are supposed to:

· have proper clothes for all seasons, including warm clothes for autumn and winter;

· have at least $100 (or other hard currency of the same amount) to get from airport to the place of study;

· have at least $100 per month for personal needs, because the amount of scholarship (bursary) has been established at the level of minimum monthly salary in Russia by the 1st of December 1997.

· have enough money to get back home upon completion of the studies in Russia, or in case of a serious illness or under other unforeseen circumstances (or to have guarantees from the sending side that the travel expenses back home will be covered).

Admission Requirements 
Traditionally, a diploma granting admission to university level higher education institutions may be earned at institutions offering secondary (complete) general education and non-university level higher education. 

Admission to higher education establishments is competitive. The selection is based on entrance examinations, school leaving certificates, interviews, etc. The entrance examinations are the major component of the selection procedure. The number and the list of entrance tests are stipulated by the admission regulations of given educational institutions. The subjects of the entrance examinations are set by the individual institutions according to the requirements of the faculties to which admission is sought. Following the decree of the State Committee for Higher Education of 26 April 1993, the subjects and their contents that are selected for entrance examinations should correspond to the subjects and their contents taught in secondary general schools. Higher education institutions, therefore, may choose subjects for the entrance examinations from the following list: History, Social Sciences, Russian Language and Literature, Foreign Languages, Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Geography, etc. 

       University level higher education establishments are entitled to reduce the number of examinations and to change the nature of tests for individuals who have graduated either from institutions of secondary (complete) general education and have been awarded a medal or from non-university level higher education institutions and have been awarded an honours diploma or other awards. 

       Admission depends on the grades obtained in the examinations and on the number of places available. For candidates with identical examination results, the decision for admission may be based on the school leaving certificate. The number of applications may be several times higher than the capacity of the faculty, depending on the reputation of the institution and on the general interest in the subject. In 1995, only 40 percent of the total number of applicants were enrolled in higher education institutions. In the Russian Federation, a person is permitted to apply only to one educational institution at a time. 

       After the changes of the early 1990's, higher education institutions have been authorized to allocate a portion of their places to fee-paying students. Since competition for these places is not as high as for the places financed by the state, admission requirements may be lower, and students may be admitted with lower grades. 

       Course Programme Structure 
Since 1992, Russian higher education has had a multi-level structure, and 
Since 1992, Russian higher education has had a multi-level structure, and higher education institutions may confer the following degrees and diplomas: 
an Intermediate Diploma (at least two years of study); 
a Bakalavr Diploma (at least four years of study); 
a Specialist Diploma (five to six years of study); 
a Magistr Diploma (six years of study). 

       The term, multi-level, indicates that degrees now may be obtained at three levels instead of at only one level, as in the former Soviet Union. In addition to the traditional Specialist Diploma, an Intermediate Diploma, a Bakalavr Diploma, and a Magistr Diploma were introduced after the changes in the early 1990's and are modeled on the Anglo-Saxon system of Bachelor's and Master's Degrees. The Magistr is based upon and comes after the Bakalavr. 
In order to establish the relationship between these qualifications in the future, the Government of the Russian Federation adopted the State Educational 
Standard of Higher Professional Education of 12 August 1994. It designates three levels of studies: 

       Level 1 comprises the first two years of studies for the Bakalavr or Specialist Diplomas and is concentrated on compulsory fundamental courses in the given speciality. After this period, students may either continue their studies or, if they do not want to do so, leave the institution with an Intermediate Diploma; 

       Level 2 is the continuation of studies for the Bakalavr degree the duration of which is at least another two years. It leads to the four-year Bakalavr degree; 

       Level 3 represents an educational level common both to the Magistr Diploma and to the Specialist Diploma. 
Magistr degree programmes are based on Bakalavr degree programmes, while Specialist Diploma programmes are not. 

       The Intermediate Diploma 

       The first function of the Intermediate Diploma (Diplom o nepolnom vysshem obrazovanii) (Annex 2, Fig. 7 and 8) awarded after at least two years of studies for the Bakalavr or Specialist Diplomas, is to certify that the student has successfully finished the first two years of basic higher education in a particular field of study. 

       This Diploma is conferred in all fields of study. Courses follow a curriculum that imparts the fundamental contents of the education offered in the appropriate field of study. The Diploma is not a degree; it is only an intermediate qualification. However, the Diploma gives its holder the right to exercise a professional activity in accordance with the level of education it represents. The Diploma is issued at the request of the student. The Diploma supplement lists the results of the normal examinations taken during the first two years of study. The Intermediate Diploma is called upon to facilitate mobility among the different types of higher education institutions. 

       The Bakalavr Degree 

       The Bakalavr degree is conferred after at least a four-year course of study. Bakalavr programmes can cover all disciplines except medicine. The function of the Bakalavr degree is to provide a more academically rather than professionally oriented education. The Bakalavr degree is a prerequisite for admission to Magistr studies. 
defense of the thesis Bakalavr programmes reflect the State educational standard regarding the state requirements for the compulsory minimum of the content of education for the Bakalavr degree in the appropriate field of study. In the meantime, the State Committee for Higher Education has published for the Bakalavr degree the State Educational Standard of Higher Professional Education, Moscow, 1995, that describes the structure, aims, and contents of education. Each Bakalavr programme contains a defined portion of fundamental education with courses taken from the humanities, the social sciences and economics, and the natural sciences. The continuing stages 
provide basic professional and specialized education as well as field work relating to professional training. 

       Examinations must be taken and passed at the end of each semester. The State final attestation includes the defense of a thesis prepared over a period of four months and State final examinations. Following a successful attestation, a State Diploma (Annex 2, Fig. 9) is issued attesting conferral of the Bakalavr degree. The supplement to the Diploma (Annex 2, Fig.10 and 11) includes the list of disciplines taught during the period of education, the number of hours, the grades, the practical training, and the results obtained on the final state examinations and in the defense of the thesis or project. 

       The Specialist Diploma 

       The traditional qualification of Specialist Diploma (Annex 2, Fig. 12, 13, and 14) has two functions. It opens access to professional practice (e.g., to engineers, teachers, chemists, etc.), and it is also the traditional prerequisite for admission to doctoral studies. The qualification of Specialist Diploma is conferred after studies lasting five to six years. The diploma is awarded in all fields of study (specialities). 
Students are required to take and to pass examinations at the end of each semester. The State final attestation for a Specialist Diploma covers the defense of a project or a thesis and State final examinations. The procedure for the State final attestation and for the award of the Diploma as well as the content of the supplement to the Diploma are the same as for the Bakalavr degree. 

       The Magistr Degree 

       A Magistr programme is at least a two-year course programme centred more around research activities than the Specialist Diploma. The license to conduct Magistr studies is granted by the Ministry for General and Professional Education only to those higher education institutions that are accredited and possess adequate academic staff and facilities. 

       The State educational standard defines only general requirements for Magistr educational programmes and not the requirements regarding the content of education. Higher education establishments in Russia interested in introducing Magistr degree programmes are free to make their own decisions regarding the contents of programmes. The recommendations prepared by the teaching and methodological associations of higher education institutions are taken into consideration. 

       Access to Magistr studies is open to the holders of the Bakalavr degree. For the holders of the Bakalavr degree wishing to pursue a Magistr programme in the same field of study (speciality), the higher education institutions themselves set up admission procedures (examinations, interviews, etc.). Those holders of the Bakalavr degree wishing to pursue the Magistr programme in another field of study (speciality) must pass an additional test which reflects the requirements for the Bakalavr programme in the speciality corresponding to the chosen Magistr programme. 

       Each Magistr programme consists of two more or less equal components: the course component and the independent research component. Magistr studies 
are completed by a State final attestation that includes the defense of a dissertation and the passing of State final examinations. The Magistr dissertation is a piece of independent research prepared under the guidance of a supervisor. The procedure for State final attestation and for the award of the Diploma (Annex 2, Fig. 15) as well as the content of the supplement to the Diploma are the same as for the Bakalavr degree. 

       The university level higher education curriculum stipulates thirty-six weeks of study a year. Depending on the field of study (speciality), the proportions of mandatory and optional courses in a curriculum are around the following: mandatory courses: 80 to 85 percent; optional courses: 15 to 20 percent. The total workload of a student should not exceed fifty-four hours a week including classwork and independent studies. A student's total workload of classwork is, on average, twenty-seven hours a week (for the Magistr programme, fourteen hours a week). For part-time (evening) education, classwork should not be less than ten hours a week. In the case of correspondence education, students are offered the possibility of having no less than 160 hours a year of contact classes. The academic year begins on 1 September and ends at the beginning of June. 

       University level higher education diplomas (the Bakalavr Diploma, the Specialist Diploma, and the Magistr Diploma) give their holders the right to exercise professional activities in accordance with the qualifications indicated on the diplomas. Specialist and Magistr Diplomas entitle their holders to be admitted to doctoral study programmes. 

       Medical Sciences 

       The duration of study in the medical sciences is the following: 
five years in dentistry and pharmacy; 
six years in medicine; 
four years in nursing following completion of vocational education and two-and-a-half years following completion of non-university level higher education. 

       The medical sciences are the only area in which diplomas of university level higher education do not give the right to their holders to exercise their professions independently. In order to be admitted to the medical professions, the holders of university level higher education diplomas must undertake further in-depth professional training: 
a one-year course programme (called the internatura) or 
a two- to three-year course programme (called the ordinatura). 

       Training in the internatura or the ordinatura takes place on the premises of the best hospitals, clinics, and research medical institutes. Graduates from the internatura or ordinatura are awarded certificates that specify their specialization areas and entitle them to exercise their professions independently. 

